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TO THE MEN IN THE PRESBYTERIES 
WHO WILL VOTE FOR UNION... 


You are a maker of history. 
You are a fortunate man. 


For 90 years many men, warriors in the good fight 
of faith, have dreamed and prayed that they might 
stand where you stand today . . . casting their vote 


for a united Presbyterian witness once more in our 
land. 


A valiant host of these have died in faith, not 
having received the promise, but having seen it afar 
off. Now they are united in the Church Triumphant 
.. . Thomas W. Currie . . . Dunbar H. Ogden... 
Charles G. Rose . . . Thomas K. Young. . . FO bert E. 
Speer... P. Frank Price. All these and m y more, 
no longer with us here, cannot vote for union now. 

But you can—and you will, while these men and 
countless others cheer you from the battlements of 
heaven. 

You are a fortunate man. 


You will also vote, as you vote for union, instead of 
thousands who would gladly take your place. . . in- 
firm and aged ministers whose long hopes remain 
undimmed . . . eager young seminary students. . . 
chaplains serving beyond the seas . . . elders, thou- 
sands of them, who in the common ways of life bear 
firm, clear witness to the faith that makes them one 
with their brothers. 
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The vote you cast will Gout as-it-were, three 
times. It will be for the healing of old wounds; for 
the unity of our present witness, and for the young 
people of the days to come, that they may never know 
again the tragedies of the past but may move forward 
in the power and glory of a nationwide church. 

Thrilling, you say? And so it is. So it should be. 

For your vote will make it a Day of Destiny—a day 
on which generations yet unborn will look back with 
gratitude and pride. Think with what joy your chil- 
dren’s children will say, ‘“Yes, it was my grandfather 
who made it possible for the Presbyterian family to 
be united again.” 

Most of all, you can vote for Christ . . . showing an 
unbelieving world that his gospel is the great recon- 
ciling power we say it is. For what it does for us, pray 
God, it may do for our torn world. 

Destiny, then, hangs on your vote . . . the destiny 
of our church, of our Christ, of our world... . 


You are a fortunate man... 
One of destiny’s men... 
A maker of Christian history. 


| am praying for you today—that God will match 
your courage with this hour. 


SIGNED 


Your Fellow Prosbhyteuan 














Letters to the Editors 





Presbyterian Constitution Is Sacrificed 





In Congregational Voting 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


My attention has been called to the ac- 
tion of one of the churches in our synod 
in taking what purported to be a “straw 
vote” on the question of our Assembly 
deliverances. 

We easily understand that when emo- 
tion is in ascendency reason and constitu- 
tional government are likely to suffer in 
esteem. But we have constitutions pre- 
cisely to restrain emotions and irration- 
alities. And I believe if our elders and 
congregations had their attention called 
to the effect of these “straw votes” on the 
mind and spirit of the church they would 
not allow them to be taken; they would 
not satisfy an emotional whim and sacri- 
fice the Presbyterian constitution. 

Think what it means to do this uncon- 
stitutional thing! 

(1) It degrades the elders from their 
dignity as commissioners and gives them 
the status of “delegates.” And there is 
no provision in the Presbyterian system 
for “delegates. Such action as taking 
“straw votes” is a form of pressure-group 
action which is distasteful both to one’s 
self-respect and to the Presbyterian con- 
stitution. We have all known elders who 
would refuse to be “brain-washed” before 
going to presbytery or to the Assembly. A 
congregation should not put this discredit 
on men who accepted election to the elder- 
ship believing the congregation thought 
them to be intellectually honest and com- 
petent. The Presbyterian system invites 
debate and is not offended by honorable 
opposition; but it rejects authoritarianism 
(See Confession of Faith, Chapter 22, Sec- 
tion 2). 

(2) Again, how must an elder feel 
should he be elected a member of the com- 
missioners to represent a presbytery and 
has had the technique of “thought-con- 
trol” imposed on him by a “straw vote’’? 
And especially when he would be asso- 
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ciated with men whose dignity and con- 
fidence had been treated respectfully by 
their congregation or by presbytery! The 
“straw vote’’ is a deception which is ob- 
viously intimidating and is not a bit 
subtle; it is a subterfuge which deceives 
no intelligent man. The “straw vote” 
takes away the dignity of the elder and 
casts doubt on his capacity to think re- 
sponsibly. 

(3) How must a minister feel who has 
been publicly humiliated—even though 
his personal convictions may be like- 
minded with the promoters of the “straw 
vote” when, as having taken a vow to 
submit to Presbyterian law and govern- 
ment, he is called on to preside over an 
Independent or Congregationalist meet- 
ing? For there is no provision in the 
Presbyterian System for “straw votes’ on 
anything. In our system elders—whether 
lay or preaching elders—are part and 
parcel of the Presbyterian order, for we 
are an Order as distinguished from Epis- 
copacy or Congregationalism. So, in the 
instance I have cited, both the elders of 
the church were treated with disrespect 
and the minister, with or without consent, 
publicly humiliated. 

When once our elders and congrega- 
tions know the difference between Presby- 
terianism and Congregationalism the 
work of the church will be carried out 
more effectively. 

GEORGE LANG. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Ministers, Congregationalism 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have been very much interested in the 
correspondence ensuing from the not-so- 
hypothetical case of the minister who finds 
himself out of accord with his congrega- 
tion. Two impressions have come to 
mind. First, many of our church leaders 
appear to believe that a minister is to bea 
kind of theological chameleon who changes 
his convictions according to his particular 
ecclesiastical environment. 

In the true prophetic tradition the min- 
ister is not a follower but a leader. Amos 
and Jeremiah did not conduct a “Gallup 


Poll” before making their pronounce- 
ments. And neither should their twen- 
tieth century counterpart! It is the 


minister’s responsibility to guide his con- 
gregation into a fuller understanding of 
the ethical implications of the Christian 
faith. To say that his task is simply to 
reflect current modes is to degrade his 
sacred office. 

Secondly, many of those who insist upon 
a rigid conformity to our doctrinal stand- 
ards have themselves deviated far from 
Presbyterian polity. This new heterodoxy 
manifests itself in two ways. First, many 
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churchmen ignore the primacy of the pres- 
bytery in our ecclesiastical system. It is 
this body, and not the congregation, to 
which the minister is finally responsible. 
It is the presbytery, and not the congrega- 
tion, which decides constitutional ques- 
tions (e.g., church union). Secondly, 
many elders and ministers appear to have 
forgotten that we do not send instructed 
commissioners to the General Assembly 
any more that a state dispatches such 
representatives to Congress. 

In these days when many difficult issues 
are agitating the church, let us all re- 
solve to abide by our historic Presby- 
terian procedure. Let us not be Congre- 
gationalists masquerading under the 
mantle of John Calvin. 

I should like to express my apprecia- 
tion for the fine service that you are ren- 
dering to our church in your most excel- 
lent journal. It is refreshing to read a 
church paper which is so very alert to 
the contemporary problems confronting 
the church and the nation. 

Please add my name to the list of those 
favoring the reunion of our Presbyterian 
churches. 

RosBert G. HALL. 
New College, Edinburgh University 


Poll the Young People 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Congratulations on your recent editorial 
entitled “Disappointment at Montreat.” 
The action of the trustees, while no doubt 
sincere, was hardly a reflection of the 
urgings of the General Assembly. The 
General Assembly by a vote of 236 to 169 
recommended that the doors of all the 
institutions of the church be opened on 
a non-segregated basis. 

I note that one of the statements of the 
committee is as follows: “The time has 
not yet arrived when mixed social recrea- 
tion of youth groups can be handled in 
Montreat without needless misunderstand- 
ings and repercussions.” 

What misunderstandings and repercus- 
sions are anticipated? For some time 
Johnson C. Smith, Charlotte, N. C., has 
been conducting a “Summer School of the 
South.” This is completely interracial, 
even in regard to “mixed social recrea- 
tion.” It has been quite successful. 

It would seem to me that the trustees 
are overly cautious, with all due respect 
to their experience and wisdom. Granted 
that the longstanding pattern of social 
relationships cannot be changed overnight 
in the South, do we not owe it to our 
youth to take the lead in this matter? 
Were the trustees reflecting the feeling 
of the young people themselves or that 
of their own generation? If we are going 
to open the doors, then let us be prepared 
to open them all the way, lest we find 
ourselves slaves to fear and caution and 
timorousness. I suggest THE OUTLOOK 
conduct a poll of the young people on this 
matter. The results might be quite sur- 
prising to their elders! 

WILLIAM ABBOT. 


Berryville, Va. 
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Texas Calls to Union 


To Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
Across the Church: 

The Synod of Texas has heard with 
sympathy, concern and understanding the 
message of our sister Synod of Missouri 
(OuTLOOK, July 5) on a subject which 
also affects this portion of the Body of 
Christ—namely, the hope of bringing to- 
gether in a united and glorious Presby- 
terian witness for our Lord the now 
tragically divided members of one family. 

The Synod of Texas believes that quar- 
rels between the different families who 
worship our common Lord are an open 
scandal violating the perfect holiness of 
him who loves us all. We feel certain 
that our intra-family separation—having 
in mind our unity of origin, our identical 
beliefs, our shared great moments of our 
heritage, and our unanimity of purpose 
to move forward to accomplish great 
things for our Lord and his church— 
operates to the detriment of a witness 
which could be made to a hostile, ma- 
terialistic society. 

We are sympathetic and understanding 
because we, too, live with, work with 
and love our Presbyterian brothers and 
sisters in the USA Church in Texas. 
Forty-five thcusand of them and more 
than 90,000 of us move freely between our 
respective churches, work together with- 
out rancor, have already united in sev- 
eral areas without difficulty. We are 


NCC Chooses 


The National Council of Churches has 
decided, following an intensive four-year 
survey, to establish its main headquarters 
in New York City. Area offices will be 
located elsewhere as at present—Chicago, 
Atlanta, Fort Worth and in other cities. 

The General Board voted 82.7 to 29.3 
for the New York location. Chicago was 
the leading defeated candidate. A spe- 
cial committee dealing with the location 
recommended New York by a 7-2 vote. 

A $1,000,000 John D. Rockefeller con- 
tribution is understood to be involved in 
constructing the New York center. 





In other actions the General Board: 

—upheld the right to issue pronounce- 
ments en social, economic and _ political 
matters by virtue of its authority from the 
NCC constitution; there were fcur op- 
posing votes; 


— reaffirmed “‘steadfast support” of the 


humbled regularly as we recognize that 
their work and results often exceed ours. 
We find in their ministry men of deep 
piety, strong faith, and a profound sense 
of urgency for the Kingdom. More than 
this, we know from personal acquaint- 
ance the integrity of their theological 
subscription and their loyalty to the West- 
minster standards. 

We are concerned in Texas because we 
can see no valid reason for continuing a 
separation which weakens what we could 
be doing together. We earnestly believe 
that the heritage which we have in com- 
mon far exceeds in importance, in en- 
largement of Christian vision, and in a 
glorious contribution to the evangelical 
faith, the comparatively few years we 
have gone our separate ways. 

Our brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
in Texas earnestly desire, desperately 
need and humbly urge that we Presby- 
terians become one in concrete reality 
as we already are one in heart. 

The Synod of Texas instructs its Stated 
Clerk to transmit this message to the 
stated clerk of every presbytery in the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
and it requests each of these presbyteries 
in Christian courtesy to read this message 
from our hearts to its people. 

Glory be to God—the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Spirit—in the church, world 
without end. AMEN. 


N. Y. Location 


United Nations and the “high principles 
of its charter”; 

adopted a 4,000 word statement on 
“Basic Christian Principles and Assump- 
tions for Economic Life” by a 77-4 vote, 
after two years of discussion and post- 
ponement; the declaration, which is vir- 
tually a guide for Christians in their 
daily economic living, warns against 
“collectivism” and praises responsible 
free enterprise; (a minority opposition 
statement on this subject will be consid- 
ered by the Policy and Strategy Commit- 
tee); 

—approved means of strengthening 
NCC services to U. S. armed forces per- 
sonnel, with closer organizational ties 
with the General Commission on Chap- 
lains as a first step; 

—furthered program plans for the 
third General Assembly of the NCC to 
be held in Boston Nov. 28-Dec. 3, 1954. 





Australian Presbyterians 
To Be Polled on Union 


SYDNEY (RNS)—AII state assemblies, 
presbyteries and church Sessions of the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia will 
be polled before December, 1955, on 
whether the denomination should resume 
negotiations on organic union with the 
Australian Congregational and Metho- 
dist Churches. 

This was decided at the annual meet- 
ing of the Presbyterian General Assembly 
here after discussion of requests from 
the other two denominations for resump- 
tion of the negotiations. 

The union movement was initiated by 
the Presbyterian Church in 1901 but no 
detailed plan was evolved until 1921. 
In the next three years, the Methodists 
and Congregationalists voted 85 per cent 
in favor of this plan but a vote of only 
60 per cent was mustered among Pres- 
byterians. As a result, the 1924 Pres- 
byterian General Assembly decided re- 
luctantly to abandon the negotiations. 

In 1935, Methodists, and Congrega- 
tionalists instituted new steps toward 
union of their churches but halted these 
efforts when the Presbyterians suggested 
formation of a “federal” union of the 
three bodies. 

When the Presbyterian congregations 
again rejected this proposal, Methodist- 
Congregationalist negotiations were re- 
sumed, and a detailed plan of union, 
medeled largely on the one that created 
the United Church of Canada, was sub- 
mitted -to the general assemblies of the 
two bodies last June. Both these meet- 
ings decided to defer action on the dual 
union plan until the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly had met and adopted a 
course of action. 

Australian Presbyterians and Metho- 
dists each number somewhat over 1,000,- 
000 while the Congregationalists total 
around 100,000. 


United Church of Canada 
Elects New Moderator 


SACKVILLE, N.B. (RNS)—George A. 
Dorey of Toronto, acting general secre- 
tary of the United Church of Canada 
since the death last December of Gordon 
Sisco, was elected Moderator of the 
church’s General Council at its 16th 
biennial meeting here. He succeeds A. 
A. Scott. 

Dr. Dorey, 69, is a native of the 
French-speaking but British-owned is- 
lands in the English Channel off the coast 





of France and he still speaks French 
fluently. He came to Canada as a boy 
in 1890, was educated in Winnipeg, and 
served as a church probationer in this 
country’s western prairies. He has been 
secretary of the United Church’s Home 
Missions Department for many years. 

“T have served the church for 49 years, 
man and boy,” he said in accepting the 
post of Moderator. “If I tried to make 
a speech now, I would be unfit for the 
office. There is always the possibility of 
a man making a fool of himself. I am 
well aware of my shortcomings. I am 
not a great preacher, but I will do my 
best.” 

At the Council’s opening session, Dr. 
Scott, the retiring moderator, recom- 
mended that the term of moderator be 
extended beyond the present two-year 
limit and that it be made a full-time, 
salaried position. Dr. Scott is a retired 
missionary with a record of 40 years’ 
service in India. 


More Opponents 
Rush the Vote 

Following the strategy urged by op- 
ponents of union (OUTLOOK, July 26), 


PRESBYTERIANS H 


byterian Church around the world were awarded hon- 
orary degrees during the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches by as many Presbyterian, 
USA, colleges at a Sunday afternoon convocation at 
nearby Lake Forest College. They were (above, I. to r.): 
Manuel Gutierrez-Marin, Spain (Macalester College); 


4 


other presbyteries long recognized as over- 
whelmingly against union have cast their 
votes. 

Last summer Central Mississippi, East 
Alabama and Tuscaloosa voted their op- 
position. 

Early fall meetings have added Con- 
garee (S. C.), 43-5; Pee Dee (S. C.) 
51-10, and Florida, 57-7 to this list. 
Harmony (S. C.) and others were also 
expected to be added to this list. 

No presbyteries favoring union have 
yet voted. This action is interpreted as 
abiding by the request of the General As- 
sembly that the summer and fall be used 


for full explanation of the plan and that- 


the vote not be taken until after January. 
Many presbyteries have named commit- 
tees, as requested by the Assembly, and 
have scheduled a vote for mid-winter 
or next spring. 


Australian Presbyterians 
Elect ‘Odd-Job’ Man 


SypNEY (RNS)—Frank W. Rolland, 
76, was elected moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia at its triennial meeting here. 


Headmaster of Geelong College for 
26 years, Mr. Rolland was named mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Victoria in 1937 and described himself 
at that time as “the odd-job man” of the 
church. 

He was awarded the Military Cross 
for his service as a chaplain in World 
War I while Mrs. Rolland was working 
as a counter-espionage agent for the 
British Secret Service. Last March, 
Queen Elizabeth invested him with the 
Order of the British Empire for “out- 
standing service in education.” 

Speaking after his election as modera- 
tor here, Mr. Rolland urged the establish- 
ment of a central body in each Austral- 
ian state to supervise religious training 
in government schools. He described the 
schools as “an unparalleled opportunity 
for evangelism because not one per cent 
of Australia’s parents object to their 
children receiving Bible teaching.” 

“The day may yet dawn,” he said, 
“when every class in every school has 
some clear understanding of the fact of 
Christ.” 








(Lewis and Clark). 
address of the occasion. 


Madeleine Barot, Geneva (Wilson College); Ralph Waldo 
Lloyd, Presbyterian USA Moderator (Lake Forest); John 
Baillie, Scotland (Wooster); Max Dominice, Geneva 
(Maryville); and Australian Moderator Alan C. Watson 


Inset: John Baillie, as he gave the 
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On the State of the Church 


ROM time to time it is a salutary 
practice for a retiring Moderator to 
devote his sermon to the state of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the Synod of Virginia, 
and particularly to the moral and spirit- 
ual needs of the people who live within 
the bounds of this synod. For these needs 
constitute at one and the same time both 
a challenge to us and a glorious oppor- 
tunity if we are equal to the occasion. 
We have much to be thankful for. The 
goodness of God is an overwhelming fact 
to those capable of appreciating it. Think 
of it! While the greater portion of man- 
kind lives under totalitarian tyranny, the 
Word of God can still be preached here 
without hindrance in a land of peace. 


Records Are High 

There are many indications that super- 
ficially at least the church of Christ in 
Virginia has never been more prosperous. 
In many communities the attendance at 
individual churches surpasses all pre- 
vious records. Beautiful new church edi- 
fices are arising to meet the needs of grow- 
ing congregations. And the facilities of 
these new church buildings are being used 
to convert congregations of listeners into 
church families—into communities of 
Christian workers. This deepened and 
enriched sense of Christian fellowship 
which is developing in many local 
churches is a precious gift of God for 
which we can be truly grateful, and which 
is full of promise for the future. 

It also promises well for the future that 
the programs of religious education in our 
church schools have steadily improved in 
recent years. It is indeed a thrilling sight 
to see many of our Sunday school build- 
ings literally bursting at the seams be- 
cause of the hundreds and thousands of 
children who are coming to us for reli- 
gious instruction. .. . 

For these and many other signs of re- 
newed vitality in the life of our church 
we thank God and take courage. 


Mission of the Church 

But our main concern as a synod is not 
with patting ourselves on the back be- 
cause things seem to be going pretty well. 
Our main concern is with the mission of 
the church. And when we think of our 
mission, we know that we are not wres- 
tling with flesh and blood, but with the 
principalities, the powers and the world 
tulers of this darkness. 

The forces of evil in our day are as 
powerful as they have always been—and 
sometimes I think they are even more 
astute and more cunning. In the long 
history of the church it has often been 
true that when the church seemed to be 
prospering most on the surface corruption 





THIS message was delivered by Colonel Mil- 
ler at the Opening of the Synod of Virginia 
of 1954. His home is in Charlottesville. 


OCTOBER 4, 1954 


By FRANCIS P. MILLER 


had already begun within. Consequently, 
we must be eternally on our guard against 
forces or trends that threaten the purity 
of the church and we must be equally 
alert to meet human needs which cry 
aloud for Christian witness and Christian 
action. 


The Christian people who live within 
the bounds of this synod are confronted 
with a number of conditions and issues 
which at one and the same time put us 
to shame and challenge us to proclaim the 
Word of God more prophetically and to 
witness to the Christian way of life more 
courageously. 

I wish to mention some of these con- 
ditions and issues: 


Decadent Aspects of Sex 

(1) Growing preoccupation with deca- 
dent aspects of sex. 

If this Republic is eventually destroy- 
ed, I am inclined to think that the pri- 
mary cause of its destruction is more apt 
to be the growing preoccupation of so 
many Americans with decadent aspects 
of sex rather than Communism or the 
hydrogen bomb. 

I am well aware of how difficult it is 
to speak of these matters accurately. About 
all one can do is to sense trends. I ask 
you to consider the trends you have ob- 
served yourself as you read the news- 
papers and as you talk with other people. 

Think of one so-called abortion fac- 
tory recently raided by police in a Vir- 
ginia county which, according to the 
press, was doing business at the rate of 
fifteen hundred cases a year drawn from 
an adjoining metropolitan area. 

The press also reports a steadily grow- 
ing number of children born out of wed- 
lock. 

Further, I am reliably informed that 
in some of our men’s colleges and univer- 
sities a student who observes the Chris- 
tian rule of continence until marriage is 
a rarity. 

These are but isolated symptoms of a 
general condition with which we as Chris- 
tians are concerned. 

Many of you ministers are in a posi- 
tion to know more about these matters 
than I do. But I want to say this on the 
basis of what I do know: that if the trend 
of increasing preoccupation with deca- 
dent aspects of sex, which I have observed 
in my lifetime, continues, then I can 
assure you that one hundred years from 
now this Republic will be rotten to the 
core and will go the way of other great 
empires whose vitality and creative abili- 
ty have been sapped by this same cancer. 
And the weakening of our national fibre 
will not be due to Karl Marx, though you 


can rest assured that Karl Marx will take 
full advantage of the situation. The 
weakening of our national fibre will be 
due to the disappearance of Christian 
standards of morality. Make no mistake 
about it, the great destroyer of men and 
of nations is self-indulgence. 

What is the responsibility of the Chris- 
tian Church, what is our responsibility 
in the presence of this monstrous evil ? 

Of one thing we may be sure. Laws 
cannot control this situation. Rome tried 
that method and it was worse than use- 
less. 

Nor will the presence of a considerable 
number of influential persons with high 
ethical ideals make much difference. The 
Stoics had the highest standards of per- 
sonal life and counted many of the most 
powerful citizens of Rome among their 
number, but they could not stay the tidal 
wave of corruption which engulfed the 
Empire. 


A Redemptive Community 


The only cure for a social disease of 
this kind is the cure that is provided by 
the presence within the nation of a re- 
demptive community where chastity, puri- 
ty and modesty are not just archaic words, 
but are accurate descriptions of the way 
of life of people who have come to know 
the love of God through Jesus Christ. 

The Christian Church, our church, is 
supposed to be such a community. We 
are supposed to be the leaven in the lump. 
As far as the sex life of our people is 
concerned, is the Presbyterian community 
in Virginia serving as leaven in the life 
of this Commonwealth? How can we 
become more of a redemptive community 
than we are now? 

It is your business and my business in 
the months and years ahead to supply 
positive answers to these questions. 

There are two final comments I wish to 
make on the matter of sex. 

First, I do not believe that the Chris- 
tian way of life in this respect is under- 
stood as clearly as it should be among 
church members generally. If it were, 
boys and girls raised in Christian homes 
would be better prepared than they seem 
to be at present to go unscathed through 
school and college. 

Second, the discipline that the Chris- 
tian Church desires is self-discipline. We 
know that Christian morality cannot be 
created by our Sessions beginning to ex- 
ercise once more the iron legalistic dis- 
cipline of earlier days. But, at the same 
time, all of us need to give much more 
thought than we are giving to the ques- 
tion of how a Session can perform its re- 
sponsibility in matters of this kind more 
effectively and more redemptively. 

Further, there is great need of more 
frequent instruction from the pulpit. It 








is the solemn duty of the minister to de- 
scribe from the pulpit in the clearest and 
most compelling language Christian 
standards of sex morality so that there 
may be no confusion on this point nor 
any compromise with the pagan standards 
about us. It is also his duty to explain 
again and again the resources of the 
Christian faith on which individuals can 
draw as they strive to live by these stand- 
ards. 


The Public Schools 

(2) The future of our free public 
school system. 

It seems likely that our system of free 
public schools in Virginia may be sub- 
jected to considerable strain during the 
next few years and that serious attempts 
may even be made to abolish it. This 
question raises profound constitutional 
and political issues. We are not con- 
cerned in this place or at this time with 
political or constitutional considerations. 

Our concern here in the Synod of Vir- 
ginia is of a very different kind. One of 
the distinctive marks of Presbyterian 
people since the days of the Reformation 
has been our passionate desire for educa- 
tion. The Reformers in Scotland as well 
as in Geneva wanted Christian youth 
to receive the best education available, 
because the better educated a man was 
the more capable he would be of respond- 
ing in a worthy manner to God’s calls and 
fulfilling his vocation on this earth. All 


down through the history of our church 
this concern has been responsible for 
Presbyterians being pioneers in the field 
of education. Wherever our ancestors 
went during the eighteenth century they 
were the first to found academies and 
colleges. 

And during the middle years of the 
nineteenth century in Virginia it was 
Presbyterian leadership that founded 
and organized our state-wide public 
school system. That great man, William 
Henry Ruffner of Rockbridge County, 
was the father of Virginia’s free schools 
and served as the first superintendent of 
public schools in this Commonwealth. He 
was a Presbyterian minister trained at 
Union Theological Seminary when the 
seminary was still a part of Hampden- 
Sydney College. 

Our concern for the maintenance of 
our public school system is a moral con- 
cern. Because of the Christian doctrine 
of man we believe in equality of oppor- 
tunity, and there can be no equality of 
opportunity without equality of educa- 
tional facilities as between the children 
of the poor and the children of the rich. 
This Christian conviction has always 
been opposed by the more selfish members 
of society. 

Mr. Harrington Waddell of Lexing- 
ton, when writing thirty years ago about 


- Ruffner’s heroic and victorious campaign 


on behalf of free public schools, said, 
“The truth is that a large part of the 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

Ernest Trice Thompson, professor of church history, Union Seminary 

(Va.); and Samuel D. McCammon, pastor of the Fairfield church, 
Richmond, Va. 


APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION 


What is meant by the Apostolic suc- 
cession of bishops? 

Tuompson: There are three churches 
which especially emphasize apostolic suc- 
cession. ‘The Greek Orthodox, the Ro- 
man Catholic, and a portion of the Epis- 
copal Church, or the Church of England. 
For these groups Apostolic Succession 
means that there has been a succession of 
bishops that can be traced back to the 
Apostles, themselves through the process 
of ordination, i.e., the laying on of hands, 
of other bishops, and that these bishops 
who have come down in this line of 
Apostolic Succession possess powers today 
similar to those originally possessed by 
the Apostle, and that a church is not a 
true church unless its ministers have been 
ordained by bishops in this line of Apos- 
tolic Succession. 

MopeErRATOoR: Is there some way in 
which that presents a barrier to relation- 
ships between churches, or the union of 
churches ? 

THOMPSON: 


Yes, indeed. It is per- 


haps the greatest of all barriers, because 
churches which emphasize Apostolic Suc- 
cession in this way do not recognize the 
ministers of other churches—the Presby- 
terian, for example, or the Methodist, 
or the Baptist, as being true ministers, 
nor their churches as true churches. Be- 
lief in Apostolic Succession prevents in- 
tercommunion, as well as the recognition 
of other churches and of other ministries. 


COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


What is meant by the phrase “the 
communion of saints?” 


McCaMMon: The Apostles’ Creed 
includes the phrase, the “communion of 
saints.” It involves Christian fellow- 
ship. Christians have so much in com- 
mon; their loyalty to Jesus Christ, their 
desire to grow in the likeness of Christ, 
and their desire to be of service to Christ. 
And so in this communion we are bound 
together by a common bond that unites 
our hearts and transcends national and 
racial boundaries. This is a sharing of 
a divine life through God in Christ. 


wealthier men of the state were opposed 
to educating the masses of the people and 
maintained that education was a luxury 
only intended for the well-to-do who were 
able and willing to pay for it.” 

Unfortunately, this point of view seems 
to be cropping up again. 

If in the next few months or years a 
serious attempt is made to abolish the 
free public school system in Virginia, I 
know that Presbyterians of today will 
keep faith with their fathers and fight for 
the maintenance of this system as Ruff- 
ner and his friends fought to establish 
it a hundred years ago. 

We should let it be known now in 
unmistakably clear terms that we will 
never consent to the removal from the 
Constitution of Virginia of Section 129, 
which guarantees “an efficient system of 
public free schools throughout the state,” 
because we are well aware that the re- 
moval of this guarantee would be a first 
step toward abolition of the system. And 
if the members of our state General As- 
sembly realize that the Christian people 
of Virginia are resolutely determined to 
preserve their system of free public 
schools, then we can rest assured that no 
move will ever be initiated in the As- 
sembly to repeal the constitutional 
guarantee, for if such a move were in- 
itated, it would be overwhelmingly de- 
feated. 

This issue, as we all realize, has been 
raised in such acute form because of the 
recent decision of the Supreme Court 
regarding segregation. Surely it would be 
incredible folly to wreck our free public 
school system, which was only established 
against the most formidable opposition 
after ninety years of continuous effort, in 
order to deal with problems raised by the 
Supreme Court’s decision. 

We do not yet knowhow the ruling of 
the court is to be implemented. But our 
duty as Christian men and women is 
clear. It is to wait quietly until the court 
issues its dcrees this autumn explaining 
how its decision is to be put into effect, 
and then to create such an atmosphere 
in every county and city in Virginia that 
arrangements can be worked out with a 
minimum of friction within the frame- 
work of those decrees. 

I have every confidence that this can 
be done, and I also have every confidence 
that Presbyterians will lead the way in 
demonstrating the meaning of Christian 
citizenship. 

Meanwhile, I hope it will be the pleas- 
ure of this synod to associate itself with 
the action regarding segregation taken 
at the recent meeting of our General 
Assembly at Montreat. 


The Church and “Labor” 

(3) The Presbyterian Church and men 
and women who belong to organized 
labor. 

I do not wish to say much about this 
matter, except to lay it on your minds 
and consciences and ask you to pray God 
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to make our church as a whole more 
conscious of its need for bringing mem- 
bers of labor unions into its fellowship. 

No class church is a Christian church, 
and the more of a class church any de- 
nomination becomes, the less Christian 
it will be. Thank God for the number 
and strength of our rural churches. 
Would that we had churches of equal 
number and strength in mill towns and 
industrial areas! Why don’t we? Is it 
possible that there has been something 
lacking in our attitude towards Vir- 
ginians who are members of labor 
unions? Organized labor is as much a 
part of American life as Bar Associations 
or Manufacturers’ Associations and 
should be accepted and treated accord- 
ingly. 

Viewed on a purely secular level, and 
to do so here seems hardly worthy of this 
synod, I am sure every one of you will 
agree with us that this country has ab- 
solutely nothing to fear from Commu- 
nism as long as the Christian faith is a 
powerful influence among members of 
labor unions. Then why not adopt at- 
titudes toward organized labor that will 
make its members more favorably in- 
clined to the churches and more likely 
to respond to the demands of the Chris- 
tian gospel ? Suppose one of you belonged 
to a labor union which meant a great deal 
to you and influential church members 
used the name of your union to smear 
people in public life who had received 
its support? What effect would that have 
on your attitude toward Christian people 
and to the church? 

If our Virginia unions were gangster 
ridden it would be another story, but ac- 
tually there is no finer body of people in 
the Commonwealth than the relatively 
small segment of our population that be- 
longs to organized labor. It is a fact that 
has ironic and even tragic implications 
that the principal state executive officer 
of the union most frequently used as a 
smear has been for many years an active 
layman in one of our Presbyterian 
churches in Richmond, and another lead- 
er of the same union is an elder in the 
A.R.P. church. Considering the abuse 
heaped on the union to which these men 
belong, by persons who call themselves 
Christians, it seems astonishing that their 
loyalty to the church remains unimpaired. 

These men are on the firing line. In- 
stead of treating them as if they were 
second-class citizens or sniping at them 
from the rear, it is our Christian duty 
to take them and their problems seriously. 
It is our Christian duty to honor them 
for their Christian witness, and to assure 
them by deeds as well as by words of the 
reality of the fellowship that binds us 
together with them as they try to work 
out the implications of their Christian 
faith in one of the most critical sectors 
of American life. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was a carpenter 
—a working man. The gospel he pro- 
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claimed was for all men, but those who 
were most conscious of their need were 
naturally the first to respond to it. Con- 
sequently, the early church was predom- 
inantly a church of working people. God 
grant that we may never become a church 
in which the Carpenter of Nazareth finds 
it difficult to have fellowship with the 
working men of Virginia. To prevent 
that from happening is the responsibility 
of every member of this synod. 


Presbyterian Reunion 

(4) The reunion of Presbyterian 
churches. 

And finally, I want to say a word about 
the great debate on reunion which is now 
taking place throughout the entire church. 
As everyone knows, I regard the reunion 
of our Presbyterian churches as inevi- 
table. In my opinion it is only a question 
of the date when it takes place. 

But I am concerned about the nature 
of the debate that will continue until the 
decision has been finally taken. For the 
nature of the debate will largely deter- 
mine what happens to the spiritual life 
of the church after the decision is taken. 

The debate so far profoundly disturbs 
me. I am not talking about the debate 
in the Assembly at Montreat, which I 
understand was magnificent both in spirit 
and in content. I am talking about the 
debate, with its accompanying propa- 
ganda, which is being conducted through- 
out our churches. 

This debate seems to me to be on the 
wrong level and the issues discussed are, 
in my opinion, so often either quite 
secondary or irrelevant. During the past 
year discussion seems to have centered 
for the most part on the question whether 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, was 
worthy to join us. Since our church and 
that church have identical theological 
standards and identical forms of church 
government, God alone can provide the 
final answer to this question. 

But what troubles me is that, though 
I have listened for hours to explanations 
of why the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
is unworthy to join us, I have yet to hear 
anyone ask whether we were worthy to 
join it. In a matter of this kind, isn’t 
the latter question the one which our 
Christian faith compels us to ask our- 
selves rather than the former? It is just 
possible that we have been so busy point- 
ing out the mote in the eye of the North- 
ern Church that we have completely for- 
gotten about the beam in our own eye. 

Now, as we enter upon an autumn of 
further consideration of the pros and cons 
of reunion, and then as the presbyteries 
in January begin their formal delibera- 
tion prior to decision, may I urge upon 
you with all the earnestness I possess to 
find out what the real questions are and 
stick to them. 

In my opinion, there is only one ques- 
tion at issue: What is the Christian 
Church? How do we go about building 
“the Body of Christ”? What is the re- 


lation between outward church structure 
and inward spiritual reality? 

If we discover the right answer, God’s 
answer, to this question, then all else will 
follow in order. 

But there are several subsidiary ques- 
tions which have been raised by the char- 
acter of the debate to date which are of 
vital importance for the future of our 
beloved church. 

One of these is the nature of our rep- 
resentative system of church government. 
We are not a congregational church; we 
are a Presbyterian church. But there 
seems to be widespread misunderstanding 
of our form of government, even at times 
among ruling elders. And there is ob- 
viously need for instruction from the 
pulpit on this point. 


Role of the Minister 


An even more important question has 
to do with the role and function of the 
minister in a debate of this kind. I was 
appalled the other day to hear of a min- 
ister who held deep convictions on a cer- 
tain burning issue, but who had voted 
contrary to his convictions in presbytery 
because he thought it better to reflect the 
majority opinion of his Session and his. 
congregation. 

Such action is thoroughly un-Presby- 
terian. When did the voice of the ma- 
jority become the voice of God for min- 
isters ? 

You and I can rest assured of one 
thing, if the view prevailed that it is the 
duty of ministers to reflect majority 
opinion, the voice of the prophet would 
never again be heard in our churches. 
Thank God, this view is not prevailing, 
and it will not prevail. ; 

The minister is responsible to God for 
his convictions—not to his Session and 
not to his congregation. And the wise Ses- 
sion will never expect its minister to be 
a “yes-man.” On the contrary, it will 
glory in the fact that the spirit of proph- 
ecy is not dead in the land, and whether 
it agrees or disagrees with his position it 
will honor a minister who has the moral 
courage and the religious dedication to 
say from the pulpit what he believes God 
wants him to say regardless of who may 
be offended. 

These are some of the questions that 
I hope we will consider as the debate or 
reunion continues. And God grant us 


the wisdom to make the right decision! 
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EDITORIAL 


Conditions of Union 


Some of the opponents of Presbyterian 
reunion at times suggest that they are not 
opposed to reunion per se; that under 
certain conditions they might even favor 
it. 

One of the opposition spokesmen made 
a Statement to that effect recently, as he 
has done repeatedly during the past year. 
When asked by a friend of union what 
the conditions would be that would make 
him favor union, he replied: 





“The basis on which I would be willing 
to see the Presbyterian family united 
would include at least three things: 

“An unequivocal return to the confes- 
sional position, which would eliminate 
from the Presbyterian ministry all who 
hold essential doctrines, such as the virgin 
birth, to be elective rather than obliga- 
tory. 

“A federated organization, rather than 
one organically fused into one. This 
because I believe such an organization far 
more efficient than a large one with a cen- 
tralized authority. 

“The complete elimination of the Gen- 
eral Council, as now operating in the USA 
church and as included in the proposed 
plan. 

“There are many other points I might 
make but these three are sufficient to 
express the basic differences to be found 
in the present unhappy controversy, dif- 
ferences which are very deep.” 


It is to be regretted that such speakers 
cannot be as frank when they claim that 


under certain circumstances they might 
favor union, for it becomes perfectly clear 
that this man does not favor union at all 
—under any conditions—and it is unfor- 
tunate that hearers are led to believe that 
if some adjustments were made all would 
be well and we could unite. 

It is obvious from the second “condi- 
tion” given above that what is meant by 
union is opposed under any circum- 
stances. We already have the framework 
for a federal union which has never 
meant anything; indeed, we have as many 
actual cases of united work in every sort 
of enterprise in our church as might be 
contemplated even in a federal union. 
Past efforts, in any case, have shown the 
futility of seeking anything similar to a 
federal union. 

It would appear from the suggestion 
about the “‘confessional” position that 
our church at present has a higher stand- 
ard than the USA or a different one, but 
this is not true. The requirements for 
ordination are the same, with the excep- 
tion of an intended safeguard in our 
Book of Church Order (an innovation 
peculiar to our own branch of the church) 
which experience has revealed to have no 
value because it has seldom if ever been 
employed and it seems unlikely to be 
employed. (This is the promise that a 
man makes to notify the ordaining body 


‘if he ever changes his views.) 


The fact of the matter is that the con- 
stitution of the united church offers us 
exactly the same effective safeguard we 
now have—the presbytery and its respon- 
sible authority. 

Moreover, neither the USA church nor 
our church has been willing to impose 
any set of “essential” doctrines because 
of the conviction that such procedure vio- 
lates our constitution. 

As for the General Council, it is diffi- 
cult to see what really makes the differ- 
ence between the USA General Council 
and the General Council of our own 
church. Each one is appointed by and 
subject to the General Assembly. The 
detailed functions may differ slightly but 
not practically because both are respon- 
sible to the Assembly. An article oppos- 
ing union on the basis of the General 
Council is now being widely circulated. 
It should be remembered that the author 
has admitted: “If I could write the 
plan myself, I would still be opposed to 
union.” 


The main point of the reunion oppo- 
nent is probably unveiled in the last 
paragraph quoted above . . .“there are 
many other points. . . .” 

That is to say, even when these are 
answered, there are others that still make 
union objectionable . . . and if those are 
answered, “there are many other points 

. .” and if those are answered, “there 
are many other points . . .” ad infinitum. 


It would be better to say, “I am op- 
posed to union.” 


A Good Crusade 


George Lang, widely honored Presby- 
terian of Alabama, who taught for many 
years in the state university, is a crusad- 
ing Presbyterian. He believes that we 
ought to know our history and our stand- 
ards—and that we ought not to under- 
mine them. 

Not long ago he led an important dis- 
cussion for the officers of the First church, 
Montgomery, Ala., under the title, “Why 
We Are Presbyterians.” Now the of- 
ficers have provided this as a small 16- 
page booklet. It is worth reading. 

You may understand a bit of its flavor 
from Dr. Lang’s quotation from Cicero 
on the cover: “To be ignorant of what 
occurred before you were born is to re- 
main a child.” 

To understand a bit more, you will 
want to read his letter on page 2 of this 
issue. 


On to New Orleans 


Reports indicate that the New Orleans 
Men’s Convention is going to exceed the 
famous one in Atlanta in 1949. Regis- 
trations (with 8,000 expected) are run- 
ning far ahead of the Atlanta meeting 
on corresponding dates. 

We at THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
are greatly interested in the convention 
and we hope to see our readers there. 
Again we expect to publish The Conven- 
tion Daily and to have a booth which will 
be of interest to everybody. 

Reports show that many couples will 
be there—men are taking their wives, 
doubtless on a second honeymoon, to one 
of the nation’s most interesting cities. 


In line with the request that every 
church send its pastor, many pastors have 
already sent in their names (no registra- 
tion fee is paid by anybody). Churches 
that have not yet arranged for their pas- 
tors to go and for laymen to fill the pulpit 
on Oct. 17 should get busy. 

Important: For the sake of local ar- 
rangements, even if entertainment is be- 
ing cared for privately, everybody going 
to New Orleans to this convention ought 
to send in a registration form at once to 
Presbyterian Men’s Convention, Box 16, 
New Orleans 6, La. 

If nobody else is at work on the job 
in your church, why can’t you get busy to: 

(1) Lead a fine group of your men 
there; and 

(2) Send your pastor. 





Advertising Opportunity 


For advertising space in the 
New Orleans Convention Daily, 
call 2-9492 Richmond, Va., 


wire or Airmail 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 
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WHAT CAN THE WORLD COUNCIL DO? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Let anyone who has an ear listen to 
what the Spirit says to the churches.— 
Rev. 2:29. 


HERE were said to be 600 delegates 

attending the World Council Assem- 
bly at Evanston. Final count as reported 
by the Ecumenical Press Service added 
up to only 502: 383 “Clergy and The- 
ologians,” 44 women, 75 laymen. Add- 
ing in 499 Accredited Visitors, 145 Con- 
sultants, 96 Youth Consultants, 31 Fra- 
ternal Delegates and 25 Observers, the 
grand total of everybody that had any 
degree of official recognition, was only 
1,298 persons. 

That is a lot of people; but even in a 
crowd of 125,000 they are a little hard 
to find; measured against the 170 million 
members of the church they represent, 
they seem a very small handful indeed. 


What can so few Christians do, even 
if they were totally united in every de- 
tail of belief and organization? 


Part of the answer suggests itself when 
one remembers that this Assembly is not 
the World Council any more than the 
U.S. Congress is the United States. The 
World Council in the broad sense is the 
163 member-churches, and the organiza- 
tion called the Council is simply the 
implement by which these member 
churches co-operate. The Council is a 
means to an end, not an end in itself, 
as was brought out repeatedly at Evan- 
ston. 

So the question can be re-phrased. 
Not, What can the World Council do? 
but, What can 170 million Christians 
from 163 churches do through co-opera- 
tion in a World Council of Churches? 

The general answer is obvious. They 
can do anything which can be better 
accomplished through co-operation than 
through isolated efforts. Only time will 
show what these things are. For the pres- 
ent, the question can be answered by 
pointing out what the Council has been 
doing. Whatever has been done, surely 
can be done! One of the presidents of 
the Council put it in two ways: “We have 
worshipped, witnessed and worked to- 
gether”; and “We have learned how to 
study, to speak, to stand, and to serve 
together.” 


OT to plagiarize from a bishop, nor 

to improve on him either, let us sug- 
gest another expression to describe what 
the churches have been doing together for 
the past six years and intend to keep on 
doing. They co-operate in Service, Study 
and in Speaking Out. 

In service, two outstanding illustra- 
tions deserve mention. One is what the 
World Council did in 1953 when the 
Netherlands were overwhelmed by floods 
in one of that country’s major disasters 


OCTOBER 4, 1954 


of history. In one week many thousands 
of persons lost everything they had to the 
wild waters of the North Sea. To their 
rescue came the churches of the world, 
with a total of $650,330 for relief. 
Churches of the U.S.A. gave over a third 
of this amount (though of course we are 
more than twice as wealthy as most Eu- 
ropean churches). Our Southern Pres- 
byterian church gave $2500, and others 
all the way from Indonesia to Italy came 
also to the rescue. 

Another great service that is done 
through co-operation is the work among 
the refugees of Europe and Asia, the 40 
million persons who are without homes 
and mostly without hope. In 43 coun- 
tries around the world—in places like 
Hong Kong, Trieste, Jordan — these 
people live behind barbed wire or in 
meagre shelters. Inter-church aid to 
these people has been undertaken on a 
wide scale and will go on into the years 
to come. Already 100,000 refugees have 
been helped to settle in the United States, 
34,500 in Canada and Australia, and 
thousands of others elsewhere. The 
churches can do these things more effec- 
tively together than sporadically in isola- 
tion or competition. 

In study together, a surprising amount 
of work has been done. Conferences like 
that at Lund in Sweden two years ago, 
and the approach of Evanston, have call- 
ed for united study by groups of theolo- 
gians drawn from many churches and 
many countries. To quote from the pre- 
face to The Christian Hope and the Task 
of the Church (Harpers, 1954), p.vi: 

“The program of the Evanston Assem- 
bly encompasses an exceptional range of 
subjects, each of which presents issues of 
the most immediate urgency and import 
for man’s life today. It is focussed on the 
great affirmation of faith: CHRIST, THE 
Hope OF THE Wortp. In this overarching 
perspective it seeks to illumine the prob- 
lems and responsibilities confronting the 
contemporary church in six particular 
fields: 

1. Faith and Order—our oneness in 
Christ and our disunity as Churches; 

2. Evangelism—the mission of the 
church to those outside her life; 

3. Social Questions—the responsible so- 
ciety in a world perspective; 
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4. International Affairs—Christians in 
the struggle for world community; 

5. Intergroup Relations—the church 
amid racial and ethnic tensions; 

6. The Laity—the Christian in his voca- 
tion.” 

Through the work of Christian think- 
ers from every type of church, both long 
before Evanston and while there, there 
has been a cross-fertilizing of Christian 
minds on all these matters, to the enor- 
mous benefit of everyone who is interested 
enough to ask questions about these great 
matters. 


UT into very simple language, in 

short, the churches of the world have 
set their best brains and hearts to work 
thinking together about these questions: 
What do we mean when we say Christ 
is the hope of the world? If we are truly 
one in Christ, how do we explain our 
disunity as churches? How can the 
Christian church best win the indifferent 
and confront the hostile? What ought 
Christians to do about poverty and in- 
justice? Can the church do anything to 
promote peace in the world? What does 
Christianity have to say about relations 
between people of different racial or na- 
tional backgrounds? What is the Chris- 
tian doctrine of work—what connection 
is there between men’s work and their 
faith? These questions are worth study- 
ing in the light of Scripture, studying by 
the best minds of Christendom all work- 
ing together. And this the World Coun- 
cil has been doing. 


S FOR speaking out, the Assembly 

at Evanston adopted and sent to its 
member churches—not for obedience, be 
it remembered, but for “‘study, prayer and 
encouragement,” positive, challenging 
statements on all these questions. The 
Assembly is not a Pope and few of its 
members wished to be. It does not make 
laws for any church or any Christian. 
But if ever there was a gathering of 
Christian leaders who deserve a hearing, 
these 500 men and women are such a 
voice. We sent some of the cream of our 
own church there; so did 160 other 
churches. We did not confer infallibility 
on them. Nevertheless it would be a 
deaf ear indeed that could not hear, in 
their utterances, something the Spirit is 
saying to the churches. 
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A pastor who has been eminent- 
ly successful in teaching his people 
stewardship offers ten forceful, 
well-illustrated messages aimed at 
clearing up misunderstandings and 
establishing giving programs in 
local churches. 


All Christian workers can glean 
new ideas from this book for use 
in teaching true Christian giving. 


The concrete suggestions on 
church stewardship programs ad- 
vance the Southern Baptist plan, 
but the messages showing the 
place of giving in the gospel will 
be helpful to all church groups. 
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by G. Curtis Jones. 
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inflated values by explaining how we 
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service, influence for good, and weight 
of our souls in the eyes of God. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Texas Synod Votes 
For Non-Segregation 


The Synod of Texas, which looks and 
moves much like a General Assembly, 
took decisive action in important matters 
at its fall meeting at Mo-Ranch near 
Hunt. 

It supported—almost unanimously— 
the General Assembly’s declaration that 
“enforced segregation is discrimination 
which is out of harmony with Christian 
theology and etrics,” and it called upon 
trustees and officers of institutions and 
agencies to adopt policies in accordance 
with this principle. The synod affirmed 
that neither the Confession of Faith nor 
the Book of Church Order, both based 
on Holy Scripture, recognizes any dis- 
crimination on the basic of race. 

During the discussion of the matter 
John F. Anderson, First church, Dallas, 
pointed out, “lest any man might mis- 
understand the intent,” that adoption of 
the recomemndation would mean complete 
non-segregation of all synod’s camps and 
conferences. Nevertheless, the synod 
voted it. 

Dissolution of Texas-Mexican Presby- 
tery and integration of these churches into 
the Anglo-American presbyteries was 
voted to become effective Jan. 1, 1955— 
a year ahead of schedule. 

Following-up on the advanced step 
taken two years ago in establishing a 
child-placement agency, the synod this 
year ordered the unification of the agency 
and the Presbyterian Home and School 
at Files Valley. Termination of terms 
of service of trustees and chief executives 
of both agencies was set for next June 1 
when the complete work will be centered 
at the home near Itasca. 


Voted for Union 


The synod voted 270-31 a favorable 
the enthusiastic response to the message 
of the Synod of Missouri (OUTLOOK, 
July 5) on the question of Presbyterian 
Union (see page 3). It asked for the 
Texas communication to be sent to every 
presbytery. Some explained that they 
voted against sending the resolution al- 
though they favor union. 

A special fund-raising campaign is 
planned for 1955 on behalf of the synod’s 
agencies and institutions. A called meet- 
ing of the synod is to be held for final 
preparations and to hear the completed 
report on an important Long Range Plan- 
ning Committee. 

Austin College will begin its part of 
the total compaign a bit earlier on behalf 
of a needed dormitory. 

This Long Range Planning Committee, 
led by Charles L. King, Houston pastor, 
dealing with the syncd’s total agency 
and institutional program, has gone into 
the work of many agencies. In its partial 





report it recommended the early dissolu- 
tion of the separate presbytery for Mexi- 
cans. It also expressed the judgment 
that homes for the aged should be under 
the program of presbyteries rather than 
synods (there is none at present). The 
synod, it said, should not enter the field 
of hospitals. 

The committee recommended that Aus- 
tin Seminary officially discontinue of- 
fering special courses for Latin-American 
ministers and that any Latin-American 
students entering the seminary take a 
regular B. D. course. 

Synod approved formal opening of a 
graduate school of church vocations at 
Austin Seminary in the fall of 1955. It 
also looked favorably upon an enlarged 
program for Austin College, including 
the addition of a Dean of the Chapel, 
and director of student religious activities 
as soon as possible. 


Evangelism to Presbyteries 

The synod is gradually shifting the 
work of evangelism to the presbytery level 
where the program may be directed more 
effectively. 

A budget of $1,009,415 was approved, 
with $556,095 going to Assembly agencies 
and $453,320 to synod causes. 

Cecil H. Lang, Dallas Presbytery ex- 
ecutive, succeeded L. Roy Klein, Dallas 
layman, as Moderator. Robert F. Jones, 
Ft. Worth pastor, is Moderator-nominee 
for next year when the date of meeting 
will be advanced to July 19 at the First 
church, Waco. 


Mrs. Cabell Leaves UTS Gift 


Mrs. Henry L. Cabell of Richmond, 
Va., whose death occurred in August, 
provided a $20,000 memorial scholarship 
for Union Seminary in. Virginia, out of 
her $225,000 estate. 

The fund, she specified, is to be a me- 
morial to her late husband and is to assist 
worthy students at the seminary. 


Winston-Salem Seeks to 
Hold Unsegregated 
Preaching Mission 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. (RNS)—The 
Winston-Salem Ministers Association is 
looking for a place where unsegregated 
audiences can gather for its 1955 preach- 
ing mission. 

Charles B. Templeton, head of the 
Department of Evangelism of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, whom the Associa- 
tion invited to conduct next year’s mis- 
sion, said he would speak only before 
unsegregated groups. 

This stipulation was satisfactory to the 
Winston-Salem ministers, most of whom 
belong to Protestant Churches that have 
gone on record against the continuation 
of segregation. 

But more than a year ago the city 
school board adopted a policy of limit- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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For the New Orleans Men’‘s Convention it’s the 


CONVENTION DAILY 





TO APPEAR FOUR TIMES IN NEW ORLEANS—OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 17 





Newspaper for Men Being Scheduled 


New Or EANS, La. (Special)—It has 
been announced here by Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention workers that CONVEN- 
TION DatLy, which was one of the fea- 
tures of the Atlanta Convention in 1949, 
will be published at the October 15-17 
convention. 

With 8,000 Presbyterian men expected 
during the meeting, the daily paper, pub- 
lished by THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
of Richmond, Va., is expected to give 
these men not only a souvenir of their 
attendance at the record-breaking meet- 
ing but also pictures and talks from the 
convention itself. 

With printing, photographing and en- 
graving arrangements being completed in 
New Orleans, THE OvuTLOoK publishers 
said they looked forward to producing 
a paper even more interesting than the 
one in Atlanta. Features written by out- 
standing leaders in this country and 
abroad are being lined up, they said. 

With crowds pushing to get daily copies 
at the close of daily sessions in Atlanta, 
the demand for these papers was so great 
that a round-up issue of 50,000 copies 
was published later on, but the publishers 
say that instead of this procedure follow- 
ing New Orleans they will fill orders for 


sets of the dailies which will be mailed 
from New Orleans to men and churches 
back home—upon orders placed BE- 
FORE the conventions begins. Circum- 
stances, they said, will prevent reprint- 
ing. 


Amateur Photographers... 


... will have their day on the way and 
in New Orleans. CONVENTION DAILy 
editors say they will consider for publica- 
tion in their New Orleans paper good 
pictures of delegations en route to the 
Crescent City or arriving, or, others taken 
early in the convention. Cameramen 
must submit single negatives immediately 
upon arrival or early in the meeting for 
developing and engraving processes—at 
THE OvTLOOK’s booth, just inside the 
Exhibit Hall. 





Newsmen, Attention 


Newspapermen and others who can 
write a story will be welcomed at THE 
OvuTLook’s booth with brief items about 
delegations, observations during the con- 
vention, feature bits. Let’s have them 
early, signed (for a byline), with the 
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SCRAMBLE—This is not an actual photograph of the rush for copies 
of Convention Daily at the Atlanta convention but it gives a rough 
idea of the way the men depleted the stacks at the exits after each 
meeting. Any similarities are purely intentional. 


OCTOBER 4, 1954 


name of your hometown paper. (Also, 
advance items will be considered for the 
first issue if sent to the Richmond office 
before Oct. 12.) 


Men’‘s President Urges 


John V. Matthews, Fayetteville, Tenn., 
President of the Assembly’s Men’s Coun- 
cil, urging OUTLOOK publishers to pro- 
duce CONVENTION Dalry said he looked 
upon “this operation gimmick” at the 
Atlanta convention as “worth as much 
as any other single feature of the Con- 
vention.” 

The value of the paper, he says, is 
more far-reaching than simply during 
the Convention : 

“TI took each copy and brought it home 
with me and have them as a record and 
reminder of the highlights of what took 
place. I urge you, if it is at all possible 
from a financial standpoint, to consider 
strongly publishing a Convention Daily 
in New Orleans.” 


Patterson Is “Delighted” 


S. J. (Jap) Patterson, Jr., big-push of 
the Men’s Work program says he is “de- 
lighted” at the possibility” of the pub- 
lication of Convention Daily. The At- 
lanta paper, he said, gave “‘the conven- 
tion a big-time effect. Through its pic- 
tures, articles, editorials, and reporting 
of the platform addresses and other fea- 
tures, every delegate was able to take 
home a complete report of the convention. 
In this way the values of the convention 
were multiplied far beyond the men who 
actually attended.” 


Copies for the 
Men at Home 


Extra copies of CONVENTION DAILy 
for individuals or groups back home must 
be ordered before October 14 from THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 North 6th 
Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. Cost will 
be as follows for the four daily issues 
(each man will want one set: 4 papers) : 

2 sets (8 papers) $1, minimum, cash 
with order. 

5 sets, $2; 10 sets, $3.50. 

25 sets, $8.50; 50 sets, $16 

75 sets, $23; 100 sets, $30 


FOR ADVERTISING SPACE ... 
Call, wire or airmail! for information 
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WINSTON-SALEM 
(Continued from page 10) 


ing public meetings in Reynolds Me- 
morial Auditorium to members of the 
white race. The Reynolds hall has been 
used in past years for all the larger meet- 
ings of the preaching mission. 

The Association now faces the prob- 
lem of finding a conveniently located au- 
ditorium large enough to hold the big 
crowds attracted by the mission. 

Nationally-known clergymen always 
have been featured in the preaching 
series. Dr. Templeton, former evangelist 
for the National Council of Churches, 
is one of American Protestantism’s best- 
known speakers. 

The local ministers have made no de- 
cision yet on whether to appeal to the 
school board to reverse its segregation 


policy. The board based its position on 
the ground that to permit unsegregated 
audiences in school-controlled property 
would violate the principal of segrega- 
tion in the schools here. 


United Presbyterians 
Dedicate New Seminary 

PITTSBURGH, Pa (RNS)—The new 
$2,250,000 plant of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary was dedicated here. 

Only seminary of the United Presby- 
terian Church, the institution consists of 
an administration building, a dormitory 
for single men and a dormitory for 
women. 

The ceremonies marked the opening 
of the 161st year of Pittsburgh-Xenia, 
which is the oldest seminary west of the 
Alleghanies. 
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T° catch the real meaning of Christmas, millions of fami- 
lies the world over will prepare, for weeks before, 
through the daily meditations, prayers and Scripture read- 


ings in The Upper Room. 


Your family, your church group or your congregation can 


share in the Christian observance of Christmas. 


Your 


friends and loved ones will find daily use of The Upper 


Room most helpful. 


Order the November-December issue TODAY. 


Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per 


copy. 


Individual yearly subscriptions 50 cents, 


two years $1.00. Airmail edition for youth and 
for men and women in the service, same price. 


For a variety of Christmas remembrance suggestions, 
write for Gift Catalogue. 
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Presiding at the dedication was J. M. 
Findley Brown, of Walton, N. Y., presi- 
dent of the board of directors. Other 
participants were George A. Long, sem- 
inary president; James T. Vorhia, vice- 
president; W. Bruce Wilson, president of 
the trustees and Dean Addison H. Leitch, 
seminary president-elect. 

Principal speaker was Albert E. Kelly, 
moderator of the United Presbyterian 
General Assembly and executive secretary 
of the denomination’s Board of Adminis- 
tration. 
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The Reformation Era. Harold J. Grimm, 
The Macmillan Co., N. Y. $6.50. 

Black Popes. Archbishop Roberts. Sheed 
& Ward, N. Y. $2.50. 

Who Speaks for God? Gerald Kennedy, 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $2.50. 
Katherine, Wife of Luther. 
Schreiber. Muhlenburg Press, 

phia. $2.75. 

Biographical Preaching for Today. An- 
drew W. Blackwood. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville. $3.00. 

The World in Tune. Elizabeth Gray Vin- 
ing. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $1.75. 

The Holy Bible in Brief. Edited by 
James Reeves. Julian Messner, Inc., N. Y. 
$4.00. 

The Holy Bible in Brief. Edited by James 
Reeves. New American Library of World 
Literature, Inc., N. Y. 50¢, paper. 
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Series. Isador Lubin & Forrest D. Murden, 
Jr. Foreign Policy Association, N: Y. 35¢, 
paper. 


The Interpreter’s Bible, Volume 3 (Kings- 
Job). Abingdon Press, Nashville. $8.75. - 

The Book on Revelation Speaks to Us. 
Herbert H. Wernecke. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $3.00. 

How to Get Along with Children. Frank 
Howard Richardson. Tupper & Love, Inc., 
Atlanta. $2.95. 

Do You Understand the’Bible? J. Carter 
Swaim. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
$2.50. 

The Secrets of the Kingdom. George 
Johnston. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 


$2.50. 

Albert Schweitzer: An _ Introduction. 
Jacques Feschotte. Beacon Press, Boston. 
$2.00. 


Protestant Christianity. John Dillen- 
berger & Claude Welch. Chas. Scribner’s 
Sons, N. Y. $4.50. 

Guide to Christian Living. Otto W. Heick. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.00. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses. Royston Pike. Phil- 
osophical Library, N. Y. $2.75. 

By the Power of God. Samuel M. Shoe- 
maker. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

Christian Faith and Higher Education. 
Nels F. S. Ferre. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$3.00. 

September Monkey. Induk Pahk. Harper 
& Bros., N. Y. $3.00. 

J. Gresham Machen. Ned B. Stonehouse. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Co., Grand Rapids. $5.95. 
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WISDOM FOR 


DAILY LIVING 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Proverbs 3:1-6; 4:10-15,18-19 
Sunday School Lesson for October 17, 1954 


The Book of Proverbs, from which our 
lessons for the next five weeks are to be 
taken, belongs to a group of works in the 
Hebrew literature the subject of which 
is “wisdom.” 

This “wisdom” of the Hebrews, gen- 
erally speaking, included the whole do- 
main of thought. It was the consistent 
effort of the human mind to know, to un- 
derstand and to explain what exists. To 
use the modern phrase, it was the search 
for truth. 

But though wisdom included all of 
knowledge it was especially concerned 
with human thought, life, conduct and 
society. So the three wisdom books of the 
Old Testament—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
and Job all deal with the questions of 
human life from the standpoint of wis- 
dom, showing that man should obey the 
law of God not merely as a matter of 
duty but from a regard to his own high- 
est interests. 

Proverbs, which is the earliest of the 
three books, is a manual of practical 
ethics, a handbook of common morality, 
wisdom applied to the ordinary practical 
affairs of life. 

The general teaching of the opening 
chapters is that the ways of wisdom are 
“ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace” (3:17). We are taught to 
look for the fruits of right living in long 
life and prosperity, and to find the pen- 
alty of sin in its opposite. 

This teaching is summarized in the 
first passage chosen for our study. 


I. To Live Long and Well 


1. “My son, do not forget my teaching, 
but let )our heart keep my command- 
ments; for length of days and years of 
life and abundant welfare will they give 
you.” The speaker is represented here 
as a father giving his last charge to his 
son about to go out into the world, or as 
a teacher giving his final message to his 
pupil. A long life and happy one is the 
promise that he holds before him, if he 
lives in accordance with the teaching 
which he has received. This of course 
is not intended as an absolute promise. 
It could not be, in the very nature of the 
case. “No one knows how long he or 
another one shall live. And disaster of 
one sort or another and unexpected death 
come upon both the good and the evil. 
But the promise tends to be true. The 
man who lives right is more likely to 
live to a ripe old age, and to know the 
real joy of living than the man who con- 
stantly breaks the laws of wise living 
which have been ordained by God. 

As R. F. Horton has commented: 


“This is a side of truth which we fre- 
OCTOBER 4, 1954 


quently allow to drop out of sight, in 
order to emphasize another side which is 
considered more important. We are ac- 
customed to dwell on the promised joys 
of the future world as if godliness had no 
promise of the life which now is, and in 
so doing we take all of life and color from 
those expected blessings.” 


There is certainly no guarantee that 
a good man or a good woman will be 
preserved from all the dangers to health 
and happiness, but godly living makes 
for health, and therefore for longevity, 
and the man who lives according to God’s 
direction has a source of peace which the 
evil man can never possess. 

2. “Let not loyalty and faithfulness 
forsake you,” the wise teacher continues; 
“bind them about your neck, write them 
on the tablet of your heart, so you will 
find favor and good repute in the sight of 
God and man.” In the King James ver- 
sion the two virtues which we are advised 
to cultivate are mercy and truth; in the 
American Standard version they are kind- 
ness and truth; in Goodspeed’s Ameri- 
can Translation, kindness and good 
faith; in the rsv, loyalty and faithful- 
ness. It is not always easy to know just 
what is the equivalent English word for 
the Hebrew original. Perhaps it takes 
all the various terms suggested above 
to bring home to us the full meaning of 
what the Seer wanted to say. “Let not 
these virtues forsake you,” says the 
writer; in other words, “‘let the practice 
of them be steadfastly and invariably 
adhered to by thee in al Ithye course—in 
all circumstances however trying, how 
strong soever the temptation to different 
feelings and an opposite course; never 
in any case let them leave thee; keep them 
by thee constantly and persevereingly, 
that in no situation in which thou mayest 
be placed, they may ever fail to prompt 
and counsel thee.” (Wardlaw) 

The writer seems to realize that there 
will come times when we are inclined 
to let one or the other of these virtues 
go; times when we will be inclined to 
shave the truth, or to be faithless toward 
some obligation, or to stifle the impulse 
toward kind and generous or loyal deal- 
ing. They will forsake us at times, un- 
less we make a special effort to retain 
them, until at last they become a part of 
our second nature. 

“Bind them about your neck.” In 
ancient times a man wore a gold chain 
about his neck, as a woman wears a string 
of pearls today. A man can have no 
greater honor, no greater adornment to 
his character than to have a reputation 
for kindness, loyalty, faithfulness and 
truth; this is the sort of ornament, the 
writer seems to say, in which we can 


take legitimate pride. The command to 
“bind them about your neck” seems “to 
imply the wearing of them constantly, as 
a permanent adornment—not to be put 
on at one time and put off at another, 
like certain ornamental articles of dress 
that are worn only on special occasions 
and in particular companies. These are 
ornaments fit for all times and for all 
descriptions of society.” (Wardlaw) As 
a matter of fact, these are not ornaments 
which we can put on and take off by 
desire. If one is not truthful and loyal 
at all times the time will come when no 
one can trust him; if one is not kind to 
all men he is really not kind at all. 

They must be more than external 
standards which one accepts; they must 
become internal standards to which one 
is committed in both heart and mind, 
which are accepted because one believes 
in them and desire them; in other words, 
the compulsion must come from within 
rather than from without. Something 
like this the Wise Man has in mind when 
he urges his son to “‘write them on the 
tablet of your heart.” So, he continues, 
“you will find favor and good repute in 
the sight of God and men.” Favor and 
good repute in the sight of God is far 
more important, and so it is put first; 
but favor and good repute in the sight 
of men is not to be despised. 

3. The third admonition in this sec- 
tion of our study is to “trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and do not rely on 
your own insight. In all your ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.” 

“Tt is not so difficult,” writes M. K. W. 
Heicher, ‘“‘to trust the Lord a little, but 
to trust with all thy heart, that must be 
learned. When one trusts a little then 
one enjoys a litle peace. When one 
trusts greatly one finds the great peace 
which passeth all understanding. 


“The secret of acknowledging him in 
all our ways is to do so in each of our 
ways. Few of us can do so great a thing 
as to submit all of life at once to him, but 
we can give him the parts which make 
the whole. This morning the path of duty 
lies ahead, I will acknowledge him in that. 
This noon I shall walk the road of friend- 
ship and there we shall find him. It may 
be that this afternoon he-shall have to 
direct my path over Hill Difficulty but he 
will do it. Each part of the road knows 
his direction. Then when I look back I 
shall see that he directed all my paths.” 
—Meditations for Days and Seasons (Har- 
per and Brothers). 


Il. Walk in the Way of Righteous- 

ness, 4:10-19 

In 4:10-19 the father sets before his 
son two ways in which he may walk, 
the two ways between which he must 
choose—one is the path of the righteous, 
the other the path of the wicked. 

In 4:10-13 he gives three reasons why 
his son should walk in the paths of up- 
rightness, which he identifies as the way 
of wisdom, which he has learned from 
him. 

1. If he does so, the years of his life 
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will be many. As suggested above, there 
are exceptions to this rule, but it is a 
general rule on which we can rely. As 
Wilbur M. Smith once wrote: 


“There are natural laws and there are 
also spiritual laws. Specifically in the 
realm of physiology there are certain laws 
of diet; a man may eat reasonably and 
partake of certain beverages reasonably 
and have years of unbroken health; but 
when a man overeats, eats the richest food 
and hold to a dangerously unbalanced 
diet, as for example, food that contains 
too much sugar, and indulges himself in 
alcoholic beverages, sooner or later he 
will suffer for these violations of the law 
of physiology. Likewise, in the realm of 
physics there are certain laws for build- 
ing structures, laws of strain, laws of 
stress, etc. If a great building of twelve 
stories is erected with the building lean- 
ing in any one direction three or four 
feet out of the line, then one can expect 
that building sooner or later to crash. 
So in the moral realm there are laws 
which, if followed, will make one morally 
healthy, and if disobeyed will make our 
moral life to be but a shell, the inside 
eaten away, with disaster and shame the 
ultimate consequences. Long life, other 
things apart, is with the man who lives 
as God intends man to live.” 

2. A second reason why one should 
walk in the way of wisdom, which is 
along the paths of uprightness is found 
in vs. 12: “When you walk your step 
will not be hampered, and if you run, 
you will not stumble.” Walking is men- 
tioned first, W. M. Horn suggests, be- 
cause that represents the common every- 
day experiences. Running describes the 
crises of life. The life of a good man 
is likened here to a journey on a well- 
made road; there will be nothing on the 
way to hinder his progress; nor any stones 
or other stumbling blocks even when he 
runs. As Dr. Snowden put it: 


“He will not find himself bogging down 
in the swamps of iniquity or dragging 
his feet through the heavy sands of temp- 
tation, or getting entangled in circum- 
stances of disgrace and scandal, which 
grow like weeds in the pathway of evil. 
This figure transferred over into the moral 
life gives us the picture of a man start- 
ing out with great promise in the race of 
life and falling prone to the ground before 


he reaches the goal, and all because of 
something that has caused him to stumble. 
This something is more often than any- 
thing else some weakness of character. 
Sometimes it is laziness or indifference. 
More often it is some devastating sin of 
the flesh which saps a man’s powers and 
destroys his opportunities. It would be 
hard to believe how completely vice and 
intemperance will wreck men’s careers 
if the facts were not so tragically apparent 
in the long, sad experience of the race.” 

The words of the sage do not mean, of 
course, that one who walks in the paths 
of uprightness will meet no disappoint- 
ment. A righteous man may be reduced 
to a condition of comparative poverty, 
he may lose his position, he may lose 
his friends, but he will not lose his inner 
integrity, he will not lose his hold on 
God, and in the end he will receive his 
reward. 

3. This leads to a third reason the 
sage offers why his son should hold fast 
to his instructions and continue to walk 
in the way of wisdom: “Keep hold of 
instruction, do not let go; guard her, for 
she is your life.” The promise here in- 
cludes not only length of days as in vs. 
10, but also what is desirable; not only 
what is essential to life here, but also 
what is essential to life hereafter. A 
wicked man may seem to prosper in this 
world, but unless we walk in God’s way 


_our whole life is foredoomed to ultimate 


failure, disappointment, and_ sorrow. 
We have the deeper truth in the words of 
Jesus: “I am the wav and the truth and 
the life; no one cometh unto the Father 
except by me.” 


Ill. Avoid the Path of the Wicked, 

4:14-17 

Verses 14-17 give us a description of 
the other path which men may choose. 
It is noteworthy that while in the former 
the designation was the “‘path of upright- 
ness” or of wisdom, and the description 
was mainly of the characteristics of the 
path, here the description is mainly of 
the travelers on it. It is as though the 
wise father said, one of the best ways to 
escape the ravages of sin is to avoid 
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the company of evil men, which is as good 
advice today as it was then. 

Note the repeated injunctions to keep 
evil—or evil people—at arm’s length: 
Do not enter the path of the wicked, and 
do not walk in the way of evil men. Avoid 
it; do not go on it; turn away from it and 
pass on. Often young men enter into 
the path of the wicked, thinking it will be 
easy to turn back if this road becomes too 
dangerous. But often when it is too late 
they find that they cannot turn back. 
According to the sage, 

“The only safety is by keeping strictly 
outside, and running away from it with 
th eagerest haste. ... Not only is the evil 
way to be avoided, but it has to be turned 
away from, the back and not the face has 
to be turned towards it, nor is there to 
be any loitering but the feet are instantly 
to move in a precisely opposite direction.” 

To some this will seem old fashioned 
advice. Tolerance, conformity to the 
customs of the time—that seems to be 
the trend. But the advice of the sage 
has behind it the wisdom of the ages. 

The wise father has set two ways be- 
fore his son. In 4:18-19 he pictures the 
two journeys, respective ends. “The path 
of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
—which shines brighter and brighter 
until full day.” The general sense of 
this beautiful verse is very plain; the 
God-fearing man walks in the light of 
divine guidance which so far from grow- 
ing less continually increases until it 
reaches its zenith of glory. 

The way of the wicked, on the other 
hand, is like deep darkness—a darkness 
so deep that “they do not know over what 
they stumble.”” What is the darkness to 
which he refers? It may be darkening 
of the intellect, or the hardening of the 
conscience—moral blindness; or it may 
be the inward torment and anxiety of one 
who has no hope for the future. 

Between these two paths each of us 
must choose—the one ending in the 
brightness of the noonday, the other in 
the impenetrable darkness of the night. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


SHIRT-SLEEVE DIPLOMACY. By Jona- 
than Bingham. The John Day Co., New York, 
303 pp., $4. 

Shirt-Sleeve Diplomacy is a rousing, 
enthusiastic and objective picture of Point 
4in action. The author, Jonathan Bing- 
ham, deputy administrator of the Tech- 
nical Cooperation Administration from 
October, 1951, to March, 1953, and for 
five months starting in December, 1951, 
acting administrator, is extremely well 
qualified to discuss the achievements of 
technical aid throughout the world. 

Although the idea originated as the 
fourth major point in the foreign policy 
part of Truman’s inaugural address on 
January 20, 1949, Congress did not give 
it the necessary financial assistance until 
the latter part of 1951. In the words of 
Mr. Truman, the United States was 
started on “‘a bold, new program for mak- 
ing the benefits of our scientific advances 
and industrial progress available for the 
improvement and growth of underde- 
veloped areas.” 

Briefly, the United States was to help 
to develop economically and socially the 
underdevelopec: countries of Asia, Africa 
and Latin-America where two-thirds of 
the world’s people live. It was an offen- 
sive program which gave new hope to 
many in these areas. Mr. Bingham points 
out that it was a revolutionary idea for 
one nation to make the prosperity of 
other nations a national objective. 

Perhaps through this program many of 
these countries could be won to the cause 
of freedom. 

The economic problems of these areas 
are so tremendous—particularly the prob- 
lem of food supply—and Point 4 is so 
long-ranged that it is difficult to list 
statistical achievements. In spite of this 
difficulty there can be no doubt that prog- 
ress has been made. 

The chapter, “The Free World Marches 
on its Stomach,” gives many interesting 
illustrations of success in India and Iran. 
In each case the Point 4 team requests, 
never commands; demonstrates, never im- 
poses; keeping in mind the fundamental 
idea that eventually these people must 
carry on by themselves. Point 4 only 
attempts to guide and give the “know 
how.” The teams wisely realize that 
they must work within the limits of the 
religious and social customs of these 
people, with little attempt to substitute 
new American-made goals. 











“In the Moslem world, a devout man 
must perform ablutions five times a day. 
In piaces where the water supply is lim- 
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ited and foul, this practice results in 
transmission of disease. But it would be 
fruitless, and probably dangerous, for 
Americans to urge that the holy ablutions 
be suspended on sanitary grounds. Ob- 
viously, the answer to the Moslem ablu- 
tion problem is to clean up the water 
supplies, and in many places that is being 
done.” 


The reader who wonders what the 
United States is doing with its tax dol- 
lars to help the horde of underprivileged 
in the world, will find the book enlight- 
ening. 

RHEA (Mrs. Thad) DeHart. 
Bryson City, N. C. 
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CHANGES 


William R. Sengel, Radford, Va., has 
accepted a call to the First church, Ful- 
ton, Mo., as of November 1. 

M. C. Patterson from Columbia, Tenn., 
to First church, Montgomery, Ala. 

James W. Mosley from Galveston, 
Texas, to 2904 University Ave., Austin, 
Texas. 

J. R. Dail from Littleton, N. C., to Rt. 1, 
Angier, N. C., October 18. 

Bruce C. Boney, Decatur, Ga., will be- 
come assistant pastor of the Second 
church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Ernest H. Flaniken, Craigsville, Va., 
will become pastor in Marlinton, W. Va., 
October 15. 

Casper |. Glenn who has been pastor 
of the Berean church, New Orleans, La., 
will study during the next two years at 
the Temple University Graduate School 
of Theology. His address: 1710 N. 18th 
St., Philadelphia 21, Pa. 

W. H. Armistead, Montreat, N. C., has 
announced his intention to resign as 
pastor of the Friendship church and to 
retire from the ministry. 

John Rhodes from Darlington, S. C., 
to 5035 Arvilla Lane, Houston, 
(Southminster church). 

David R. Moorefield (chaplain) from 











NEW ORLEANS 
MEN’S CONVENTION 





Through September 20 registration for 
the New Orleans Men’s Convention stocd 
at a healthy 3,262 on a goal of 8,000. 
Compared with earlier efforts of this 
kind, this looked optimistic. Convention 
leaders feel confident that the rush of 
registrations will come pouring in during 
the next two weeks—and on up to Oc- 
tober 15 when it begins. 

Here’s how the registrations stood at 
last report: 


Synod Quota Registered 
Alabama 344 
Appalachia 114 
197 
153 
70 
Kentucky 97 
Louisiana 512 
Mississippi 282 
Missouri 25 
North Carolina 411 
Oklahoma 59 
Snedecor Region 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 


Virginia 

West Virginia 

Board & Agency 

Other Denominations --_- 


Texas- 


Lancaster, S. C., to Princeton Seminary, 
Princeton, N. J. 

Ernest S. Sansom from Huntsville, 
Texas, to 707 McLennan Ave., Mart, 
Texas. 

Warren W. Beale from Decatur, Ga., 
to Eagle Lake, Texas. 

Arch B. Taylor, Jr., and family who 
spent the past year in Louisville, Ky., on 
furlough, have returned to their service 
in the Japan Mission. Mr. Taylor will 
spend a year in Kobe in language school 
before taking up his work on the faculty 
of Shikoku Christian College. 

R. L. Smith, Jr., from Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to Presbyterian Mission, Chulla 
Pukdo, Chunju, Korea. 

Marshall W. Doggett, Jr., from Donna, 
Texas, to the First church, Cuero, Texas. 

Dwight A. Sharpe from Jim Miller Road 
to Box 12,625, Dallas 17, Texas. 

Harry P. Midkiff, formerly serving in 
Brazil, and John Fremont Merrill, San 
Francisco, Calif., have accepted calls to 
become associate ministers in the Col- 
lingswood church, Toledo, Ohio. 


LEADS SEMINAR 

James M. Carr, Presbyterian, U.S., di- 
rector of town and country church work, 
will lead a seminar on pastoral counsel- 
ing at the national convocation on the 
church in town and country, Salina, Kan., 
Oct. 26-28. 
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PREACHING MISSION 


Ben L. Rose, Central church, Bristol, 
Va., is one of nine Protestant ministers 
holding preaching missions in the over- 
seas Air Force installations this fall. He 
will be in Labrador, Newfoundland and 
Greenland, returning to Bristol early in 
November. 


DEATHS 


Ira Eugene Hager, 58, Spring Lake, 
N. C., died in Fayetteville September 14. 
He was earlier pastor in Keysville, Va. 

O. L. Savage, 58, Killeen, Texas, died 
in a local hospital following a heart at- 
tack June 10. Before going to Killeen 
two years ago he was pastor in Mart, 
Texas. He served as a chaplain in World 
War II, following which he was pastor 
in Cisco and Kermit, Texas. 

Mrs. Charles W. Owens (Louise Char- 
lotte Merklein) died September 5 in 
Louisville, Ky., where her husband is 
pastor of the Shawnee church. 
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